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increasing demands of life and of expensive govern-
ments. r%
" Our people are living on the verge of perpetual
famine, and do not know how to help this because
they have lost their faith and confidence in their
own humanity. This is the greatest misfortune of
that people, of over 300,0005000 men and women
burdened with profound ignorance, a closed prospect
and incompetence.3*
From a British missionary's letter.
"The Gonds live by agriculture and hunting;
often they only get one meal or less a day; if you
send a letter by air mail, the stamp you use would
keep a Gond mother and her child in prosperity for
a fortnight.
" Now one cure of this poverty is Khadi: I am
sure of it now. A Khadi village is quite different.
Everyone is busy, energetic, happy, very different
from the miserable slums of the mill-workers. But
the real cure must ultimately be the transference of
political power from the hands of the British into
the hands of the Gandhi men. So long as the
present foreign rule remains^ any kind of social
reform or village relief is a mere drop in the ocean*
Only a national government run on the strictest
lines of economy can reduce the great burden of
taxation and divert the money squandered on the
army and the India Civil service to the relief of the
poor* To-day India spends three times as much on
her army as aE the other dominions put together
spend on theirs. In Ghindwara districts, where 90